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B EU Industrial Strategy

The EC presented its Industrial Strategy, a package of
initiatives that aims to realize the digital and green
transition  together  with  supporting  global
competitiveness. Alongside this package of measures,
the Commission adopted also a dedicated strategy for
small and medium-sized enterprises.

Among the actions foreseen by the strategy there are:

- launch of an Intellectual Property Action Plan;

- strengthening of the global rules on industrial
subsidies in the WTO;

- adoption of the International Procurement
Instrument;

- modernization and de-carbonization of energy-
intensive industries;

- a common European Energy Data Space;

- launch of an EU-wide hydrogen alliance;

B Media/Telecom

Foreign Trade
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- action plan on crucial raw materials;

- investment in research and deployment of
technology in artificial intelligence, 5G, data analytics;
- a new pharmaceutical strategy for the EU;

- further legislation and guidance on green public
procurement;

- action plan on the customs union, to reinforce
customs controls.

My mid-2020 the Commission will adopt a White
Paper to address the distortive effects caused by
foreign subsidies in the single market and to tackle
foreign access of state-owned companies to EU public
procurement. In addition to that, in 2021 the
European executive will present a proposal to further
strengthen the framework for the screening of foreign
direct investment.

With regard to European competition rules, the
Commission will continue the ongoing review,
including the evaluation of merger control and fitness
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check of State aid guidelines. If necessary, the
Commission will present a proposal to adapt the
European rules in 2021. The European executive
already announced that it will present next year
revised state aid rules for Important Projects of
Common European Interest (IPCEI).

An inclusive Industrial Forum will be set up in the
coming months and it will support the Commission to
analyze the risks and needs of the different sectors, in
order to present more targeted measures.

New Industrial Strategy — SME Strategy — Action Plan
for Better Implementation and Enforcement of the
Single Market Rules — Identifying and Addressing
Barrier to Single Market

Antitrust

The EC published a study on the application of
Interchange Fees Regulation (“IFR”) for card-based
payment transactions. According to the study, the
main objectives of the Regulation have been achieved.

/ Politics/General

EU-China

The EC launched a consultation to evaluate customs
cooperation and mutual administrative assistance
between the EU and China since the signing of the
Customs Cooperation and Mutual Administrative
Assistance Agreement in 2004. Contributions can be
submitted until 3 April.

EC dedicated page

B Capital Markets Union

The High Level Forum on the Capital Markets Union
set up by the European Commission published an
interim report on the Capital Markets Union.

Interim report

EC study

Circular Economy

The EC presented its new Circular Economy Action
Plan, as part of the EU Green Deal. The plan contains a
series of initiatives, legislative and non-legislative
measures, for the entire life cycle of products. In
particular, it includes a revision of EU waste
legislation, with new targets to reduce packaging
waste and mandatory essential requirements for all
packaging; a circular electronics initiative; new rules
on the collection and recycling rates of batteries; a
revision of the industrial emissions directive.

New Circular Economy Action Plan — Annex — Staff
working document

B RAPEX Weekly Report

The EC published its weekly report for all dangerous
consumer products, with the exception of food,
pharmaceutical and medical devices.

Weekly Overview Report

W " Sustainable Finance

The Technical Expert Group on Sustainable Finance
published a report on the EU’s classification of green
economic activities and a report on the EU Green
Bond Standard. The European Commission will use
them to develop rules on green investment
qualifications.

EU Green Bond Standard — TEG Final report of the
technical expert

® Banking and Covid-19
The European Banking Authority released a statement
with actions it intends to take in order to reduce the

impact of the virus on the sector.

EBA dedicated page

The information in this newsletter does not replace advice in any particular case.

© Noerr LLP 2020 / noerr.com


https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/communication-eu-industrial-strategy-march-2020_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/communication-sme-strategy-march-2020_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/communication-enforcement-implementation-single-market-rules_en_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/communication-enforcement-implementation-single-market-rules_en_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/communication-enforcement-implementation-single-market-rules_en_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/communication-eu-single-market-barriers-march-2020_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/communication-eu-single-market-barriers-march-2020_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/publications/reports/kd0120161enn.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/new_circular_economy_action_plan.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/new_circular_economy_action_plan_annex.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/leading_way_global_circular_economy.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/leading_way_global_circular_economy.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/consumers/consumers_safety/safety_products/rapex/alerts/?event=main.weeklyOverview&web_report_id=12&lng=en
https://ec.europa.eu/consumers/consumers_safety/safety_products/rapex/alerts/?event=main.weeklyOverview&web_report_id=12&lng=en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/1941-EU-China-Customs-Agreement
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6567-2020-INIT/en/pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/business_economy_euro/banking_and_finance/documents/200309-sustainable-finance-teg-green-bond-standard-usability-guide_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/business_economy_euro/banking_and_finance/documents/200309-sustainable-finance-teg-final-report-taxonomy_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/business_economy_euro/banking_and_finance/documents/200309-sustainable-finance-teg-final-report-taxonomy_en.pdf
https://eba.europa.eu/eba-statement-actions-mitigate-impact-covid-19-eu-banking-sector

B Banking Supervision

The European Banking Authority published its Opinion
on the treatment of credit insurance in the prudential
framework, calling for the implementation of the final
Basel Il framework.

EBA opinion
W Banking
The European Banking Authority launched a
consultation to update the identification methodology
of global systemically important institutions.

Contributions can be submitted until 5 June.

EBA consultation paper

Clean Energy Package

The Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators
published two decisions on the methodology for

/ Decisions

EC Decision of 10 March - PCG / PCC / JV
Manufacture of chemicals and chemical
products

The EC approved the acquisition of PCC Oxyalkylates
Malaysia Sdn. Bhd by Petronas Chemicals Group
Berhad and PCC SE.

Case information

EC Decision of 09 March — AMEX / GBT
Passenger air transport

The EC approved the acquisition of sole control of GBT
JerseyCo Limited by American Express Company.

Case information

identifying regional electricity crisis scenarios and on
the methodology for short-term and seasonal
adequacy assessments. Both are part of the
implementation of the EU Risk-preparedness
Regulation.

Decision 07/2020 — Decision 08/2020

Electricity Market

The Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators
launched two public consultations which aims to
integrate the EU balancing markets. Contributions can
be submitted until 29 March. The first consultation
refers to the methodology for classifying the activation
purposes of balancing energy bids; while the other is
on further specifying and harmonizing the imbalance
settlement.

Consultation on the classifying methodology -
Consultation on  harmonizing the imbalance
settlement

EC Decision of 06 March — TSR Recycling / Sims

Metal Management (Certain Recycling Assets)
Manufacture of basic metals; waste

collection; waste treatment and disposal

The EC approved the acquisition of certain recycling
assets of Sims Metal Management Limited by TSR
Recycling GmbH & Co. KG and TSR Recycling Holding
GmbH.

Case information

EC Decision of 06 March — Vodafone Italia / TIM
/ INWIT JV
Telecommunications

The EC approved the proposed acquisition of joint
control over INWIT by Telecom Italia and Vodafone,
subject to conditions.

Case information
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https://eba.europa.eu/sites/default/documents/files/document_library/Publications/Opinions/2020/880839/EBA%20Opinion%20on%20credit%20insurance%20EBAOp-2020-05.pdf
https://eba.europa.eu/sites/default/documents/files/document_library/Publications/Opinions/2020/880839/EBA%20Opinion%20on%20credit%20insurance%20EBAOp-2020-05.pdf
https://eba.europa.eu/sites/default/documents/files/document_library/Publications/Consultations/2020/Consultation%20paper%20to%20update%20the%20identification%20methodology%20of%20global%20systemically%20relevant%20institutions%20%28G-SIIs%29/878001/Draft%20CP%20on%20EBA%20RTS_ITS%20and%20GL%20on%20identification%20methodology%20for%20G-SIIs.pdf
https://www.acer.europa.eu/Official_documents/Acts_of_the_Agency/Individual%20decisions/ACER%20Decision%2007-2020%20on%20regional%20electricity%20crisis%20scenarios%20methodology_RPR%20ART%205.pdf
https://www.acer.europa.eu/Official_documents/Acts_of_the_Agency/Individual%20decisions/ACER%20Decision%2008-2020%20on%20the%20short-term%20and%20seasonal%20adequacy%20assessments%20methodology_RPR8.pdf
https://www.acer.europa.eu/Official_documents/Public_consultations/Pages/PC_2020_E_06.aspx
https://www.acer.europa.eu/Official_documents/Public_consultations/Pages/PC_2020_E_07.aspx
https://www.acer.europa.eu/Official_documents/Public_consultations/Pages/PC_2020_E_07.aspx
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9715
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9715
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9735
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9735
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9649
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9649
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9674

/ From the OJEU

Non-opposition to concentrations

Non-opposition to the notified concentration 1SQ /
Rubis / Rubis Terminal — Case M.9740 has been
published.

Document 2020/C 83/03 — Case information

Non-opposition to the notified concentration Oaktree
/ RAFI — Case M.9590 has been published.

Document 2020/C 83/02 — Case information

Non-opposition to the notified concentration General
Real Estate / Apleona Real Estate / Property
Management JV — Case M.9665 has been published.

Document 2020/C 83/01 — Case information

Non-opposition to the notified concentration ENGIE /
Mirova / Predica / JV — Case M.9733 has been
published.

Document 2020/C 82/02 — Case information

Non-opposition to the notified concentration GHT
Mobility / Stadtwerke Dusseldorf / CleverShuttle
Disseldorf — Case M.9647 has been published.

Document 2020/C 82/01 — Case information

Non-opposition to the notified concentration Acerinox
/ VDM — Case M.9642 has been published.

/ Brussels intern

European Champions

Among EU Member States the differences of view on
the so-called European Champions issue remain high.
Eight countries (including Sweden, the Netherlands,
Finland and Ireland) sent a letter to Commissioner
Vestager stressing the need that “any review of
Europe’s competition rules, including the review of
State aid rules and guidance, is based on proven

principles, evidence and economic research ..”,
underling that “any moves to soften and politicise EU

Document 2020/C 78/01 — Case information

Non-opposition to the notified concentration EQT /
Recover — Case M.9713 has been published.

Document 2020/C 75/01 — Case information

Prior notification of concentrations

Prior notification of the concentration Lagardere
Travel Retail / BTA / JV — Case M.9747 has been
published.

Document 2020/C 83/13 — Case information

Prior notification of the concentration MAIF 2 / PSP /
AirTrunk — Case M.9755 has been published.

Document 2020/C 83/12 — Case information

Prior notification of the concentration United Group /
Bulgarian Telecommunications Company — Case
M.9679 has been published.

Document 2020/C 82/06 — Case information

Prior notification of the concentration JAB / Jacobs
Douwe Egberts — Case M.9788 has been published.

Document 2020/C 75/06 — Case information

competition rules would be detrimental for the whole
EU".

B Privacy and Electronic Communications

The Council Working Party on Telecommunications is
still discussing the new proposals of the Presidency on
the draft regulation concerning the respect for private
life and the protection of personal data in electronic
communications, which  will repeal Directive
2002/58/EC. Next meeting is scheduled for 19 March.

Proposal
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2020.083.01.0003.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2020:083:TOC
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9740
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9740
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2020.083.01.0002.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2020:083:TOC
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9590
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9590
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2020.083.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2020:083:TOC
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9665
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9665
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2020.082.01.0002.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2020:082:TOC
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9733
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9733
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2020.082.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2020:082:TOC
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9647
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9647
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2020.078.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2020:078:TOC
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9642
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9642
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2020.075.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2020:075:TOC
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9713
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9713
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2020.083.01.0071.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2020:083:TOC
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9747
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9747
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2020.083.01.0069.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2020:083:TOC
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9755
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9755
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2020.082.01.0006.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2020:082:TOC
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9679
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9679
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2020.075.01.0023.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2020:075:TOC
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9788
https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9788
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6543-2020-INIT/en/pdf

Wind Strategy

The European Commission plans to present

offshore wind strategy in October.
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